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Homelessness in the Valley is Dire. 
HOPE HAS ARRIVED.
Dear Friend,
Homelessness is at an all-time high across the Valley. More children, 
families, and vulnerable neighbors are living on the streets than 
ever—facing extreme heat, hunger, and hopelessness.
At Phoenix Rescue Mission, we refuse to see this as unchangeable. 
Through our Street Outreach efforts, we meet people where 
they are—with Hope Tote hygiene kits, compassion, and 
a path toward stability. Our recovery and housing 
programs offer lasting solutions to break the cycle 
of homelessness, addiction, and poverty.
Because of these programs and friends like you, 
1,270 people were rescued from the streets in 
fiscal year 2025—56% more rescues than 
last year!
This October, we’re hosting our first World 
Homeless Day campaign. A powerful movement 
to raise funds and awareness and help more 
neighbors off the streets and into safety 
and stability. You’ll find more in this 
newsletter, and we hope you’ll join us.
Hope has arrived—but lives are still 
on the line. Let’s ensure every child, 
every family, and every neighbor 
knows they are not alone.
Because everyone deserves 
the chance to come home.
With gratitude,

Ken Brissa 
Phoenix Rescue Mission
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My Life Redeemed: Corinne’s Story
At Phoenix Rescue Mission, stories like mine 
are what drive the work.
Every day, lives are being redeemed, families 
restored, and hope reignited through Christ-
centered programs, long-term recovery, and 
compassionate outreach. I know, because 
I’ve lived it. My journey from addiction and 
homelessness to healing and purpose is proof 
that change is possible—and it all starts with 
connection.
I never thought I’d be where I am today, healthy, 
sober, and helping women on the streets—
because not long ago, I was in their shoes.

The Struggle
My home life growing up was unstable 
and deeply toxic. I often had to take care 
of my younger siblings in the middle of a 
lot of dysfunction. That sense of instability 
followed me into adulthood. I struggled with 
addiction, moved constantly, and eventually 
lost custody of my kids. I would get sober 
through services, find a bit of stability, and 
then fall back into the same cycle of relapse 
and homelessness.

Everything changed when I was at a detox 
center and found out I was pregnant with my 
youngest. I felt this crushing grief and guilt— 
it was a wake-up call. Everything flashed 
before my eyes, and I knew it had to stop. 
I couldn’t keep going like that.
That’s when I reached out to Phoenix Rescue 
Mission’s Changing Lives Center for Women 
and Children.
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Above: Corrine with her children at the CLC: 
Ezra (5), Emilia (23 mo.), Roman (11 mo.)
Right: Corrine with children today: Ezra (6), 
Emilia (3), Roman (2)



Laurie Ficarra
Donor and Volunteer
“As a PRM volunteer, I get to live out loving 
my neighbor by being available, accepting, 
and respectful to people who are often 
broken down and overlooked. Anyone who 
supports the Mission would be amazed at 
how powerfully their investment is changing 
lives.”

Hannah Woodruff
Donor and Volunteer
“On my first Hope Coach ride-along, I saw 
the reality of life on the streets. I value the 
importance of teaching my kids to treat each 
person with dignity and hope. What inspires 
me is how the Mission doesn’t just help for 
today, but walks with people toward lasting 
success.”

I’ll never forget the intake coordinator telling 
me they could help with child reunification. 
That stuck in my heart. I wanted so badly to be 
reunited with my children. That hope became 
my guiding light.

Hope Has Arrived
When I arrived at the Women’s Center, it 
was the first time I had ever felt safe. There’s 
nowhere else in the Valley like Phoenix Rescue 
Mission. Most programs are short-term 
and don’t teach you about faith or healthy 
relationships. It’s completely different here.
During my time in the year-long recovery 
program, I gave birth to my third child, and 
began rebuilding my life. Within a year, I was 
reunited with my older children. That was over 
two years ago—and we’ve never looked back.

Today, my kids are safe at home with me. I’m 
not parenting from a place of brokenness 
or trauma anymore. I’ve broken those 
generational cycles.
Now, I work on the Mission’s Street Outreach 
team. I walk alongside women who are facing the 
same hopelessness I once knew. It’s my greatest 
joy to be able to say, “I went through that exact 
same thing, and there is hope for you.” I’ve seen 
the moment that spark returns to someone’s 
eyes—the moment they realize there’s a way out.
My favorite verse is Psalm 103:4: “Who redeems 
your life from the pit and crowns you with love 
and compassion.”
God doesn’t mismanage our lives. He just asks 
us to trust Him.

“I am living proof—and so many of my sisters are living proof—that what you’re doing through 
the Mission transforms and changes lives. It trickles down into children’s lives and families’ 

lives… your support is well spent.”



BY THE 
NUMBERS
9,734 people are 
navigating homelessness 
across the Valley1. Some are 
highly visible - living in tent 
communities, along roadsides, 
or in public parks. Others are 
hidden from view, staying in 
vehicles, isolated areas, or 
transitional housing.

Among them....

1,142 are children

626 escaped domestic 
                violence 

462 are veterans 

539 are families 

47% are sheltered 

(emergency shelter, 
transitional housing, 
safe haven programs)

53% are unsheltered 

(on the streets or other 
place not meant for 
human habitation) 

1 2025 Arizona Point In Time (PIT) 
Homelessness Count

HOPE HAS 
ARRIVED
1,270 people rescued 
from the streets in 20252

56% more people 
were rescued than last 
year.

40+ Case Managers 
provide daily connection, 
compassion and care.

11,600+ Hope 
Tote hygiene kits were 
distributed.

1.2M+ bottles of 
water distributed through 
Code:Red.

2 Fiscal year is 
July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025
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We provide Christ-centered, life-transforming solutions to people facing hunger, homelessness, addiction and trauma.

To mail a gift:	Phoenix Rescue Mission
	 P.O. Box 6708
	 Phoenix, AZ 85005-6708

Scan here to give online ► ► ►

Everyone Deserves the Chance 
to Come Home
World Homeless Day 
is October 10.

Homelessness in the Valley is at an all-time 
high—nearly 10,000 of our neighbors are 
living without the safety and stability of a 
home. Among them, 1,142 children. 
These numbers are staggering, but behind 
each one is a name, a face, and a story still 
waiting to be written. And this October, you 
can be part of the life-changing turning point.
Phoenix Rescue Mission is hosting its 
first-ever World Homeless Day campaign, 
a bold effort to raise awareness, activate 
compassion, and connect our most 
vulnerable neighbors with real solutions. 
From Hope Tote hygiene kits to Street 
Outreach and long-term recovery programs, 
your support brings the practical tools and 
personal care that spark transformation.
Here’s how you can help:
n	 Donate: Every dollar helps fuel 

compassionate outreach and access to life-
changing programs and care.

n	 Start a Fundraiser: Turn your family’s 
gratitude into action. Start a fundraiser to 
help families facing homelessness.

n	 Spread the Word: Share the campaign, talk 
to your friends, and help raise awareness.

Thanks to PRM programs and supporters 
like you, 1,270 people were rescued from the 
streets in fiscal year 2025—56% more rescues 
than last year. Thousands of lives are still on 
the line this year. Your support helps ensure 
every child, every family, and every neighbor 
can find safety and stability.
Hope Has Arrived.
Join the movement: phxmission.org/
hopehasarrived

Whether it’s through your generosity, your 
voice, or your time, you can help someone 
take the first step toward home.

Tune into 12 News on Oct. 10 
for a full-day media takeover!


